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HI Discovers tte Molt in the Wall

HEH Doctor Johun-I Mane Dame back from
Australia he
that his brotherin
law 3a Ling bad
quarreled with Doctor
Shot next door
neighbor and not
cotent with refusing

f tot speak to him had
erected e high brick
watt between the two
nooses a wall M high
M the second story
Doctor Man trued to

reconcile the two Win but aU hU efforts failed end
tinally bo went away vary angry
him all the wonderful curios that be had gathered-
in the wilds of Australia

Among these curios was a live bird of remarkable
appearance which is called tho laughing jackass
in that country because of its peculiar e y It utters
a sound jut like a contemptuous laugh
which is very startling when heard for the first time
but which of course in Australia whore the
are as common as sparrows are here nobody notices
its noiie at all

The laughing jackass is easily tamed and this
one seemed to be quite as fearless and sociable as
any pet but it rarely uttered the queer cry for
which the birds are famous and in it was
boon observed that it never laughed when there was
something funny to laugh at which feet attracted a

deal of attention from Mr ling and his son
Hieronimua who was called Hi for

This bird was no bird at all in reality
It was simply the form adopted by a great Aus-

tralian wizard or medicine Man to to
Company Doctor Johann to America where
he pretended to study human nature but was
occupied in listening at windows spying into key

making all manner of trouble for the
neighbors of Mr Ling although nobody ever sus-
pected the fact

the Australian Shaman or medicine
man had taken the shape of a laughing jackass be
cause be knew that a bird would be allowed a great
deal of and never be suspected of anything
especially sofoolish a bird as this is

Yet he wee constantly doing mischief bewitching
the servants the passersby on the street and even
the animals and the fact that he knew as yet
very little about civilized or their affairs pre-
vented him from being a most enormous nuisance

Yet simple as was he merely had to etudy-
Miing for little while to be to comprehend1 its
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e Tale ol a Wicked Wisai
Hw His Last Spell Cast

Over Two Children Caused His Death
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woritingsV therefore he

IBH dreadful wtcarii to
hay about the premises

B had been lekea
some of these remark

eWe mis

tal Mae mirrors that dis-

tort form make a
fat man look thin and thin

ien look like barrels
draw o e1 face ell oat of

and otherwise alter
all fhj took of people and
things and alter ponder-
ing upon the problem the
wisard thought out the
principle oi the thing and
soon arrived at a method-
of doing tile same with
mere scraps of common
windowglass

Then be set about find-
ing some means of amus
kv amectf with lair die

a daughter of about
twelve I guess and Poe
tor Sbote hated Mr
Ling with a furious ha
tred had never allowed
her to speak to Htaveni

since the parents
had quarreled Her name
was she
a lovely girl who We no

arooa
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te to eitaer r oug or
his boy Ht In fact she

was very food of both of them
Alfalfa would walk along the whole length of

high wall look up at it and sigh while Hi s-

and glare at it and harbor mad thoughts of building
a ladder in spite of his fathers and

the wall and then the laughing jackass woald
suddenly let out his horrid as he
hopped along the top glaring down at them with one
eye on each

It tickled him to see the two children moping
there and yearning for a glimpse of each other
soon a great idea came to him He thought of those
funny mirrors that distort people and be resolved-
to have some fun After taking a careful
at the position of the sun he about and soon
found somo pieces ef broken glass which he carried
to leis ehosen retieat on of the wall he
experimented with them slanting them in different
ways until be had arrived at the proper

and then he laughed long and loudly-
It shows how dangerous the wizard might have

become when we reflect how he contrived this
mischief He made two holes through the brick
wall each one being larger on one end to attract the
attention of his victims so arranged that AI
falfn jeauld only 4 tbrejh one through
the other

the centre he placed his deceiving as he
called his arrangement said then be waited to see
what would happen

It was not long before eye of Hi saw
the little opening in the brickwork and he instantly
applied his eye to it only to tart back in astonish-
ment at seeing the most star lingly and
impeasibletookinar girl in the Sbote garden

She had a head as long as A big squash her eyes
were at uneven distances and her hat was twisted
off toward the left side of her crown while she had
no neck at Her arms seemed to grow on her
chin and her frock was a mere of color al-

though her legs were as long as a storks
As she moved along her shape altered only to be

funnier her bat wept up into the air off her
head and returned again to its place one aide of
her forehead shortened while the otherJej
enormously while her shoulders were so twisted as
to seem to belong to different girls legs
were of different lengths Her eyes were round
sled or long slits by turn sod her mouth chained
in the tame manner

It was the most surprising for a boy to
tee and is no Hi started beck in
amazement and felt like running into the house
Then he thought

Perhaps this is poor crippled relation of
the and they are
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garden but winder
where dear Alfalfa is afl
this time Surely se roust
pier funny

He watched her until
she passed from view be
ifif now the range
of the narrow eraeji in
the wall Then he went to
aiaa g his but

time be marveled at
so user a girl being next
Qoojf-

tXe Alfalfa had sud
spied the oa

her side of the wa en

she instantly applied her
to it and she almost

fell user in amaaement
There was a boy iu theLinjtrd who was the
mew ridiculous thing she
had ever seen

He looked very qauch
like Hi but of course it
was impossible she
thought that it could be
Lcr comrade for his bead
was about the sue af a
baseball his s b o r t
stumpy legs were attached
t a lika foothall
with almost no arms tit
ill while his hands and
feet were simply enor-
mous being es as the

He was spinning 9 top-
s large cs a and
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made the girl trembK she had beard wileh
craft and Tragic and feared that spell hued been
Pt ier Jrfter w the strange boy for
half Wl wr to tell her father and

her a peal
through the

jeering iaugh and something
SV especial attention so he
er saw him hasten along

block It wee
boat

The bird had heard Ifr Shote approaching end
hurriedly removed the glass so that when
father peeped through oeourse he merely sew Hi-

s and he
she was

She hadnt the heart to look again and when they
both went back into the house the jackass replaced
the glass

Next day she again peeped through and once
more saw the boy but as he was somewhat nearer-
to her now he appeared to have altered considerably-
for he had no body at all while his head was quite
square As she looked it changed to a goud shape
very small at the top but broad at the chin

Then the Day moved along the wall end she lost
sight 61 hint She soon grew tired of waiting for
him to return and taking her doll she sat down
under a tulip tree and there Hi saw her for he had
been peeping through his own aperture for

to see the marvelous
He studied her carefnUy and it suddenly Hashed

upon him that resembled
This was a shock but he soon concluded that

something had happened to her some dread disease
her and his heart ached-

to climb over and comfort his former playmate
The uncanny bird had been running along the

wall watching the two children and delight-
edly studying their faces to see what effect his trick
bet upon feelings and when he saw that Hi-

P of the well
Hi seised the brick end hurled it the bird but

he dodged it and it vanished over the wall to
norne back a nu nent later Alfalfa had tossed-
it over and then rap to see what happened while
the jackass flew into taepen up
the brick end then looked the wall

An idea had occurred to hiao Why not make the
opening larger end thus be able to talk to Alfalfa
just like Pyramus and Thisbe used to do in ancient
Grecian days He immediately set to work and in
a few minutes a brick and then an-
other so that within a quarter of an hour he would
have had an opening tw or three bricks in width
had he not interrupted by the luncheon bell

After the al he hAtened to but
whwe his lain KKBivst the wall was
a peen door jest as nigh as head 1 Strange to
say Alfalfa saw the door from her side of the wall
at the very same and hurried to it eagerly
touching a tiny doorknob at the
opened it from his side yet it wasnt the seme door
Ke each saw a darkpamge very narrow stretch

into perfect
Hi t once plunged Into the passage sure that his

deceived it there
Alfalfa heshat l a moment hut then stepped in

for she was anxious to speak to the queer boy that
looked like Hi

Each walked for many yards it seemed
and both began to birejrt r the passage
was now very dark but suddenly Alfalfa saw
groping along toward her out

Oh Hi Js Dear me I am ghwll i was
getting scared

Aa soon at token her hand her tear left
her but Hi said

This is mighty How did this tunnel get
here in this well understand it

Just then mocking laugh of lm rang
through the b tunned to look for
him only to fafy the were no ia s tua

el but in a feamJ The watts closed in
around them irapristfnjing them in a brick vault to
which there was no opf ng

Yet a faint light from cracks in the roof
above them sad they sa the jackass g about
on the floor nervously looking upward and seeming
ly much alarmed at being in such a

This is what both of the children for
they were alto much frightened at finding them-
selves in this predkament

Ha ha We are trapped cried time biro
Why he can talk exclaimed Hi

of their position in his surprisfi never
rd him speak before P

Yes I cut talk find Its lucky for vo that I can
I can
meet

in the course f a whole lifetime moths who would
assist yen at alL

Wen tell us aWit s to be lasts for we
dont went to stay here snr longer cried Hi

If you qua jnk tot of ifcose let-
ters oil the call said the bird with a chuckle you
will find open at once otherwise I

Both of lliSmr to beloleWn the will
a number of lame letters which thus

YCUirXZRTYD POIUYPOIUY-

TYHGRTJMFGTRY

Merey I look as thougb someone had fired an-
alphabet t the Hi JJobody could
make anything out ofthat 1

We are lest exclaimed Alfalfa
Yes and whois to blame for losing us asked

Hi Its et WiP are the victims of some
trick of witchcraft Atw you Mister 8 rty who
know so inttoa bon tlMe letters perhaps you can
tell us wh is to blame for our imprisonment here

Yes I 6avte the bird cocking up
one dk eye Jt was the work
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I suspected as much4N
It looked

Hke magic r
was done by a most

wicked wizard fresa jp
own country whose name
M A m ipooUik M J who is
so great a magician that
nothing in the world ejm
withstand him that is
nothing but the Omit

who C
is always above aaqr I

aid on earth
Tie w whist

w a Scupper asked Al

perhaps I am best eV
by

him to an imna mf collar
button six feet
and the small part is his
head with two gferijtr
red eyes that eat into
y urs like fire and searyour very sod

jackw
was trembling

cried Hit
What else Are you

Indeed I amP re
the bird I shake wl
think of him
troy e in a minute

us more
demanded JSL

Whit can he do to you

oJ

And t y
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biro n
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his tat body

coed alfa

fit

course
win

falls
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I tried to reform him
and sake him better re

the Scupper He
pretended that he wished-

to improve and do good to
mankind and therefore
instead of destroying him
a I have destroyed almost
sill other wizards I re

only to learn
afterward he not only
did even ore harm but
went around making fun
of my figure and speaking
evil of me

That was mean said

teful wretch

ency
How sharper than a

thanks it is to
have a toothless child as
bhatefpeare says quote J
Alfalfa

Thats not right ex-
claimed the Scupper Its
How sharper than a

toothless serpent it is to
have a child

No said Hi it goes
this way How sharper
than a childless serpent it
is to have a thankless
toothHum him Maybe its
How sharper than a
toothless child U is to
have a serpents thanks
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The haw
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I may call the base
of collarbvtton are attached eigsj tongj hU
spidery legs and at the end of them
feet upon which he std but the Sevyper
stand munch He mo et by tigh and then he
upside down and these feet eat as
wings or flappers and carry him head down
through air as swiftly as any bullet flies

His cry one that ia it the
guilty with a sort of electric shock that makes him
powerless

Then the Scupper doesnt harm innocent peo-
ple said

ne not Why should her
leaped into the a shriek

of fear and to tremble violently Tbfl children
heard a faint distant squeaking sound

MAli I thought sol Thats him cried the bird
wobbling about legs Oh bide Hes

me
direct into His jacket pocket ia at jiffy and

crouched there all in a heap but the boy feel
him tremble Then they Maid the

like an almond shell

There stood the most wonderful thing cant de-
scribe it but you can see from the picture just whit
be was like As be stood there peering into the vault
with great goggly red eyes his feet
flattered against the hard ground with a throbbing
sound like distant machinery at work

Ah said the Scupper when ho saw the chil

You have been imprisoned by somebody Dont
you know who did

voice sounded like a mouthorgan as he
uttered these words and the laughing jackass shook
in His pocket ss if be bad ague

I have that it was the work of an Aus-
tralian wizard replied Hi

An Australian wizard i Did you learn his name feried the Scupper
Well it was a long hard name like

hoolibooly Hi when Alfalfa interrupted
No it soujwe more like
What Could it possibly be Ambipoolahr cried
Scupper leaping into ties sir

wen seeking all over tint An-

tipodes
Yes thats the name I said Hi I remember it

very well although J only herd it once
Then he is near here cried thins 8cnpfer

The leveling jsekaes shook like a corarpOpjiBi in
His pocket

has he
done your inquired the

hi
pad

t

paPA i

Oh
the laughing with

7

oIf unsteady

and the of the dungeon put crack
lag

t

I

llike

dren SOtl1e W I
it l

41

an
can bPuUerr

if aM

the
Are

tern

a hypocritical leer

mod

queer squawk
agaip wall

was lcars
f

the A

w om

joy-

fully I will himI

¬

At this the jackass suddenly burst lair a Bt d
laughter and at the sound the Scupper started
beck

is he asked What have you ia yo
pocket

Its a laughing jackass replied Hi and al
though the bird struggled and tried hard to creep
into the very depths of his pocket ho drew him
fluttering forth My Uncle Johann brought him
from Australia he added as he held him up trem-
bling and faint for the Scupper to him

you now guilty I

Is this Ambinoolahf demanded Hi
It isthat villain masquerading as a bird re-

plied the Scupper He is at the end of his wicked
He has laughed at somethtn that wee not of

his own creation and thats fatal to him That was
his doom for all his wiwing depended oa tho feet
that he could only snicker at the wiokedaaas he was
up to but never to even smile at the ethers
consider funny Now hes done for and I not
even have to finish him

Sure enough the jackass was showing
signs of approaching death

Hi dropped him to the ground where he fluttered
croaking dismally be

died
Well I win take you home the Scupper

and see your parents will explain to your
ng absence and endeavor to reconcile then
H turned a quick flipflop and asked them to

mo it his broad beck after whisk he law

were surprised to discover that they had loss taken
miles away from home by the bird

When they arrived home they were further
amazed to learn that they had been absent for two
months and both families had been mourning them
as dead but as this had reconciled the Shotes sad
the Lings the children rejoiced very much especial-
ly when they found that the brick wall had tort
down and nothing two

the excitement of their return nobody noticed
the Scuppers departure and he went away

receiving anybodys thanks which mortified Al
alfas very much whenever she reflected mom his
quotation about a thankless child for she met not
wish him to consider her that

All this happened long ago and as X have new
heard of the Scupper since I suppose be has re
tuned to Australia or to some other land wheve

have wizards

it Ps
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Abe roared the Scupper uembUu too with

eagerness It is nine I
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